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GUIDANCE ON INFECTION CONTROL IN SCHOOLS 

 

Please telephone or email the school on the first day of absence and 

keep us informed of your child’s progress if the illness is extended. 

 

Infection Recommended time away from school 

Chickenpox When all spots have crusted over. 

Conjunctivitis None, but treat as advised. 

Covid-19 
(advice as at 10/23) 

UKHSA guidance states that it is not recommended that children and 
young people are tested for COVID-19 unless directed to by a health 
professional. 
Your child should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other 
people if they have symptoms of COVID-19 and they either: 

• have a high temperature 

• do not feel well enough to go to school, college or childcare, or 
do their normal activities 

 
They can go back to school when they feel better or do not have a high 
temperature.  If your child has mild symptoms such as a runny nose, sore 
throat or mild cough, and they feel well enough, they can go to school. 
 
If a child or young person has a positive COVID-19 test result they should 
stay at home and where possible avoid contact with other people for 3 
days after the day, they took the test. The risk of passing the infection on 
to others is much lower after 3 days, if they feel well and do not have a 
high temperature. 

Flu Until recovered, but take doctor’s advice. 

Head Lice None, but treat as advised. 

Impetigo Until the lesions have crusted over and healed OR 48 hrs after starting 
antibiotic treatment. 
 

Measles 4 days from the onset of the rash. 

Sickness and diarrhoea 48 hrs from last episode of vomiting or diarrhoea.  The school will notify 
you if the norovirus has been officially diagnosed. 
 

Rubella (German measles) 4 days from the onset of the rash. 

Worms None, but treat as advised. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/people-with-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-infection-including-covid-19

